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that they would not be parties to such a transaction. If the
new settlers were to impose laws upon the older population
of the country, it could not be helped; but, at least, their
tyranny should be seen in its true colours. The work of a
faction should not bear the appearance of proceeding from the
representatives of the nation. So far the Irish Catholics had
been successful, and they might even hope that their de-
termined attitude might induce the King to reconsider his
designs, and to learn that a constitution must be carried out in
its spirit, and not merely in its letter.

The petition,1 which was brought over by the agents of the
Irish recusants, was drawn up with some ability. It began
with a complaint of the numerous false returns which
brought by were alleged to have been made by the sheriffs. After
the agents. ^ gijghtest possible reference to the question of
Everard's election, it passed on, leaving wholly unmentioned
the contested right of creating new constituencies, to the only
point upon which its authors were formally in the right. By an
Act2 which had been passed in the English Parliament in the
reign of Henry V., and which consequently, like all the older
English statutes, was valid in Ireland, it had been enacted that
none should be elected to Parliament who were not resident in
their several constituencies. The Act had long ago become
obsolete in England, but it might fairly be argued that a time
when an attempt was being made to carry unpopular measures
through the legislature, by means of men of an alien race, was
not one in which it was possible for Irishmen to surrender their
strict legal rights on such a point.

On July 8 the question came on for a hearing before the King
and the Council. An additional number of the mem-
dehpeumdon bers of both Houses had been sent for,3 and they, as
^hTiiglish6 well as the original deputation, were patiently listened
Council. ta Qn ^ x 7th James concluded the discussion by a
speech, in which he told the complainants that he knew that the
question of religion was at the bottom of the whole dispute ; and
that whether their objections to the elections were justifiable or

1 DCS. Cur. Hib. i. 211.                    2 I Hen. V. cap. I.

3 Des. Cur. Hib. 230.